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Good Morning Everyone!
As I write this, it is the day before Thanksgiving and I am already anticipating tomorrow
when I will use the taste buds God has given me – when family gathers and the feasting begins!
But we need to keep first things first. Before exercising our taste buds, we need to thank God for
the blessings God has so richly given. Although Thanksgiving Day has already passed as you read
this, perhaps when you turn to God with a thankful heart, you can us this two stanza table grace
written by Martin Rinkart during the disastrous Thirty Years’ War of 1618-1648.

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
with every joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us still in grace, and guide us when perplexed;
and free us from all ills, in this world and the next.
Thankful always…….
Pastor Tim
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SICK OR RECUPERATING AT HOME THIS WEEK

Doris Hofsass, Ted Trimmer, Myrtie Napier, Millie Lerew

BE A PART OF OUR SHUT-IN OUTREACH MINISTRY: It’s easy to reach out to our Shut-Ins by

simply stopping by the Ministry Opportunities Table in the Narthex and signing up to reach out
to one or more of them, also by signing the Shut-in Thanksgiving cards while you’re there. Over
the years, many shut-ins have responded with gratitude over the cards they have received.

NOTES OF THANKS: Thank you for the cards, calls and prayers on my behalf recently when I was
ill and hospitalized. I also greatly appreciate Pastor Tim’s visit. Ted Trimmer

I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, calls and cards during my recent illness. It is a
great feeling to belong to such a caring church family who are willing to help any way they can.
Thanks again to all, Myrtie Napier
Many thanks to all who helped with the Teacher’s Appreciation Breakfast on November 12th. We
are so grateful for those who helped set up, cook and clean up. We couldn’t have done it without
you! Discipleship Team

2017 CHURCH CONFERENCE REPORT AVAILABLE: Copies of the 2017 SUMC Church

Conference Report (held 11-20-17) are available in the Narthex at the Distribution Center.
Everyone is welcome to take one.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PRACTICE! Practice again tonight, Sunday, November 26th at

4pm. Meet in the Sanctuary. We will also be working on decorating bags for Meals on Wheels
when not practicing. Chicken Nuggets and fries or peanut butter & jelly sandwiches will be
served for supper around 5:30. We will vote tonight on whether to hold a practice Saturday,
December 2nd at 4 to do a final run through. Next Sunday, December 3rd will be the
performance. We invite all members of the congregation to come support our participants!
Special Music will begin at 3:45. The Program will kick off at 4pm and will be immediately be
followed by dinner in the Fellowship Hall. We will be serving baked ziti, mac & cheese, a taco
casserole, salad, applesauce, and ice cream! We hope you can join us!!!

COOKIE BAKERS WANTED! Do you love to bake? If so, we have the perfect opportunity for you!

Sign up to donate cookies for our Youth Mission Cookie Walk which will be held on Saturday,
December 2nd from 9 am -12 pm. A Cookie Walk is where we collect donated cookies and give
the congregation and the community an opportunity to purchase Christmas cookies. The cookies
will be sold by the pound.
We are in need of cookie donations. The suggested donation guidelines are as
follows:
We ask that you sign up to donate between 4 and 5 dozen of the same kind of
cookie (you are welcome to donate more than one kind)
Be creative! You can donate traditional Christmas Cookies (Snickerdoodles, Sand
tarts, Sugar Cutouts, Gingerbread men, etc.)
Or you can donate cookie bars, fudge or candy. The possibilities are endless. Variety is good! We
recommend the cookies be made on the smaller side. Those purchasing cookies will do so by the
pound, so if you have a heavier cookie, the smaller size is better.
Sign up at the cookie display in the Narthex.
When you bring your cookies to the church, you will fill out an
index card with specific information about the kind of cookie.
Cookie Donations can be dropped off at the church office on
Friday, December 1st (9 am-12:30 pm or 5 pm -7pm).
All proceeds will benefit the Youth Mission Trips.

FOOD PANTRY FOR NEW HOPE MINISTRIES: This month’s Food Pantry Collection is for New

Hope Ministries. The following staple items are currently needed: Stuffing mix, jars of gravy,
canned cranberry sauce, canned sweet potatoes, vegetables, fruit or soup. These item s may be
brought to the Food Pantry table in the Narthex. Please keep in mind, any opened containers or
expired items cannot be used.

CUMBERLAND SINGERS CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT
SHEPHERDSTOWN UMC: Join us here at Shepherdstown UMC,

Sunday, December 17 at 3:00 for the Cumberland Singers concert
program, entitled Radiant Light! This is a program of holiday
carols, sacred and secular, familiar and lesser-known. Concerts are
free to the public; a free-will offering is taken at intermission.
Music lovers of all ages are welcome to attend our concerts, and
we look forward to seeing you!

CHURCH FAMILIES TO PRAY FOR THIS WEEK
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

R.J and Kerry Finley and family
Randy and Wendy Fisher and family
Mark and Debra Fleming and family
Don and Harriet Franklin and family
Heath Freeland and family
Larry and Gail Freeland

UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:

Sunday, November 26…….Christ the King Sunday
Sunday, December 3……….First Sunday in Advent & Communion
Sunday, December 10 …...Second Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 17..…..Third Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 24…….Fourth Sunday in Advent (Christmas Eve)
8:15 and 10:45 Worship in Sanctuary
5:00 Casual – Family Service in Life Center
7:00 Carols and Candlelight Service in Sanctuary
9:00 Candlelight and Communion Service in Sanctuary

JOIN THE PRAYER TEAM
Do you feel ordinary? Most of us do. I look in the mirror and see a chick moving into a final
season – silver hair, more wrinkles, less energy. YET…..God lives in me so how can I be ordinary?
When God looks at me what does He see that I don’t? He sees another chance to exhibit
himself; He sees a warrior; He sees his beloved, his anointed. Jesus called a group of men to
follow him who were ordinary in every way. Did He leave them that way? No, he did not. He
filled them with purpose and faith and a hope that knew no end. We are present day disciples
with similar challenges and the same provider. Living as disciples – following Jesus, loving a
broken world, embracing our faith is powerful and makes us nothing less than EXTRAordinary.
Believe you are Amazing because you are!
Thank you Father God for never letting me go! I pray that I will be a spiritual seed for another
and that we can all grow in love and character. Amen.
Join the Prayer Team the third Thursday of each month, 6:30P in the Parlor. All are invited. Deb
Kenes

MISSION BASKETS IN THE COMING WEEKS

Today …………….…………..United Methodist Student Day
December 3 ………………..Ecumenical Food Pantry
December 10 ………………Benevolent Homes
December 17 ………………Beacon Clinic

SUNDAY SCHOOL GREETERS

Today ……………………………….…..……Bible Explorers
December 3 ………………………………..LIFE Class
December 10 ………………………………Helping Hands
December 17 ………………………………Elective Class

BREWERS AND BAKERS FOR GATHERING GROUND

Today ……………………………….………..Lori Weicht
December 3 ……………………….……….Ann Baer
December 10 ………………………………Volunteer Needed
December 17 ……………………………….Jason and Robin Hall

GATHERING GROUND “Come Early – Stay Late”: Don’t forget to join us Sundays between the
8:15 service and Sunday School for a time of fellowship and light refreshment at Gathering
Ground located in the Life Center.

GIANT CARD FUND RAISER UPDATE: Since October of 2001, we have sold $1,041,820.00 worth
of Giant cards with a profit to the church of $52,091.00 Purchase your cards immediately
following the worship service or on weekdays from 9 am – 12 noon in the church office.
LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE
Early Service – 54
Sunday School – 98
Late Worship – 185
Membership – 517

SOS CHRISTMAS PARTY: On Thursday, December 7th, at 12:00 the

Seniors of Shepherdstown will hold their annual Christmas Party in
Fellowship Hall. The Grumpy Old Men Barbershop Quartet will
present the program. The menu will be Roast Beef and all trimmings.
The cost of the meal is $11.00 per person. A sign-up sheet is posted on
the SOS bulletin board in the upper hallway. Deadline to sign up is
December 3, 2017.

Our Financial Support of Christ’s Ministry
through Shepherdstown Church:
Beginning January 2017
Last Sunday
$10,629

YTD Actual
$440,393

YTD Budgeted
$423,923

+ or (-)
$16,470

Harvest Home – World Hunger Mission Offering- $439.48
Capital/Special Projects & Related Expenses
Current Balance - $36,051.42

SPECIAL DAYS IN OUR COMMUNITY OF FAITH THIS WEEK
NOVEMBER

*** 27 Joanne Wagner,
A 28
Marc and Lynda Bauer,
*** 28 Mike Schell,
*** 29 Chris Sherlock,
A 29
Joe and Gladys Venzlowsky,
A 30
Larry & Marsha Shoop,
*** 30 Dick Eckman,
*** 30 Chris Patterson
*** 30 Rev. Tim Baer,

DECEMBER
***
***
***
***
***
***

1 Ruth Gates,
2 Joseph Crownover,
3 Eric Trimmer,
3 Michael Trinen,
3 Wayne McFadden,
3 Cody Noss,

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS COLLECTION: Share Christ’s love for those in
need. The Mission Committee is collecting $20 Gift cards to Walmart or
Target. ALL DONATED GIFT CARDS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE
RECEIPT. This enables replacement of the card if it fails to work when
used. All donated gift cards will be divided between New Hope
Ministries and The United Methodist Home for Children. Please place
your purchased gift cards in the Sunday Mission Basket during the
mission collections or drop your cards off at the church office by TODAY!
(11-26-17)

WINTER WEATHER IS UPON US!
SNOW CANCELLATION PROCEDURES
In the event of inclement weather, the Church Office will utilize the following options for
notification of a cancellation. Sunday morning worship will not be cancelled.
However, we ask you to use your own discretion in determining if the roads and
sidewalks are safe for travel. When a team/committee/group meeting or group
event (choir rehearsal, youth, egg making, etc.) needs to be cancelled, you will
be contacted by the team/committee/group leader via a phone call, text or
email. All group cancellations will be at the discretion of each group leader, and
he/she will be responsible for contacting the members of that group. When a weekday Church
activity needs to be cancelled, (Lenten meal, Game Night, etc.), please call the Church Office at
766-3076, and after five rings, you will be able to listen to an updated message concerning a
cancellation, or go to the homepage on our Church Website at shepherdstownumc.org.
“THE FLOCK” Children’s Ministries
Janice Deveney and Charlene Kapp
(Directors of Children’s Ministries)
E-mail: childrens.sumc@comcast.net
LITTLE LAMBS NURSERY
9:30AM Sunday School
8:15 & 10:45AM Worship
LIFETIME(Sunday School) FOR KIDS
9:30-10:30AM for Age 3 – 5th Grade
Today(11/26/17)-Baking Cookies for Truck Stop Ministries in Carlisle, & getting
ready for Advent.
Please Note: Today is FAMILY SUNDAY. There will be Children’s Church for AGES
3yrs-5yrs. old ONLY. Please make sure ALL kids have a Children’s Church Consent
Form found in the pew. They will be dismissed after the Children’s sermon in the
10:45am service. The Elementary kids will worship with their families.
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PRACTICE…
It is hard to believe the Christmas program is next Sunday, December 3 at 4pm.
We have ONLY two practices left, and would appreciate everyone in the program
trying their best to attend them, So, we look forward to seeing you later this
afternoon at 4pm, and then Saturday, December 2nd at 4pm for a dress rehearsal.
FLOCK NEWS: Upcoming Events:
Being a Light! Love God, Love Others, Serve All!
1 .11/26- 9:30am- Baking Cookies for Truck Stop Ministries
2.11/26- Christmas Program Practice- 4pm

3. 12/2- 9am-12pm- Youth Cookie Walk
4. 12/2- 4pm- Program Rehearsal (No Dinner afterwards)
5. 12/9-5pm-8pm- Gingerbread House Making Fun- Dinner and Movie provided. Cost $2 per
child. Please sign up in Children’s Center

November 26th, 2017
"Fusion" Youth Ministries
Shawn Gray - Director
youth@shepherdstownumc.org / 570-460-8132
The Cookie Walk fundraiser this week. The date that this will take place is December 2nd. I will
need help from the youth December 1st in the evening to get ready for the event. It has been a
great event that has raised money for our mission program and was a crucial help this past
summer as we went to West Virginia.
The Christmas program is coming again this year (12-3-17 at 4:00 pm) and we have practices.
The Elves did such a great job last year that they were asked to return again this year. There will
be silly string and pudding this time around. All are needed to help make this happen so please
plan on attending the practices that begin at 4pm and end at 5:30pm.
The youth were asked to be a part of the Advent worship services this year by lighting the candles
and reading a provided script. The sign up sheet is hanging on the white board in the Sunday
School room. An individual or a group can participate in this and they can do more than one.
We are still in need of 3 more slots being filled.
Upcoming Dates/Events:
November 26 – No Fusion Youth Group
November 26 – Christmas Practice (4:00)
December 1 help set up Cookie Walk (evening)
December 2 – Cookie Walk
December 3 – Christmas Program (No Fusion)

